Text “Anansi” by Alistair Campbell – Year 7

Lesson 1                                                                                               
Introduction – With no prior explanation, except that this unit of work will be using a play script, read page 9 with a volunteer, teacher reading the part of the boy in order to put in the necessary emotion/expression.

Discussion – what has the boy seen? What is cargo? Why are the Africans referred to in this way? Brief discussion about what they already know about the slave trade.

Explain – we will be reading this play which looks at what it would be like to be taken as a slave, it gives us an insight into the horrors of the slave trade and so there are some difficult and possibly upsetting things that will come up. But the main purpose of the play is to explore the value of stories as a way of coping with real life experiences. An important character in the play says, “I will teach you stories. They are a treasure no one can steal, even if they have stolen your body.”  What might she mean by this? 

The play uses traditional African stories that are funny and enjoyable and mixes them with the very serious and appalling history of slavery. The stories celebrate positive things about people such as resilience and our capacity to learn from our past. 

Read pages 10 and 11up to the start of “The Hold”.

In role as the girl or if they prefer a boy each student sits or stands in a space alone and as the teacher story talks the situation reading from page 11, “The Hold” they take an appropriate body position/facial expression. Teacher asks for thoughts in the head from some. 

Development – In groups of 3/4 prepare/ draw three still images of the girl’s experience so far, such as being snatched from her mother, loaded onto the ship, tied-up in the dark, stinking hold.

Show simultaneously, teacher gives brief feedback noting the groups who have been really serious and appropriate. Discourage gratuitous violence (too much whipping etc), which could distract form deeper thought. 

Bring one of the images to life, ending clearly on a different one. Everyone in the scene must say at least one 
Lesson 2                                                                                                 
Introduction – re-cap on last lesson.

Can they remember a time when they were lost or felt frightened and someone managed to calm them down and make them feel safe again?

In pairs, quick improvisation, A is a small child frightened/worried about something. B is the parent who tries to comfort/distract the child maybe by telling them a story, getting them into an imaginary world.

See one or two, brief feedback. 

Development - Read pages 12-16. How does the Woman try to distract the Girl from their terrible circumstances?

Introduce the word proxemics and explain what it means and its importance in drama. In groups of 4 take on the role of the Girl, Boy, Captain and Woman. Find a still image with all four in which clearly shows who is who and what they think about each other. Think carefully about the use of space,(proxemics) level and what they communicate to your audience. Think about how they might walk onto the stage in order to get into the still image. Show simultaneously.

Now each character adds a small movement or gesture to the tableau, which could tell an audience more about the characters and their relationships. Again see simultaneously and give quick feedback. Finally each character adds a sound that could be verbal or non-verbal and that helps to create the atmosphere in the hold.
Lesson 3

Introduction – re-cap on last lesson. 

Read pages 17-21. Is there a message or moral to the story? The writer shows us two very different worlds in the play. One is the dark and terrifying world of the slave ship. The other the bizarre and colourful Forest of Stories. How does this scene contrast with the scenes that take place on the ship? What do these contrasts add to the play?

Individually decide on a body position and sound to represent Anansi, Tiger and Snake, show a friend. Walking around the room, teacher calls out one of the animals, they have to take up the position and make the noise.

Development – in groups of 3 improvise their own version of the story “Naming The Stories”, thinking carefully about using different voices/style of movement/ gesture to represent the three animals. It is probably better to choose a section of the story rather than trying to recreate the whole thing.                                                                                                 

Lesson 4

Introduction – re-cap on last lesson.

Read pages 22-25. What does the Woman mean when she says “Africa is your mother”?  As the play goes on the Girl begins to call the Woman mother. Does the Woman represent Africa? How? Throughout the play we never see the Woman’s face, why did the playwright make this choice? 

What sounds might the captives have heard as they lay in the hold of the slave ship? As a whole class, build up a soundscape of the ship, using voices/hands; try to capture the slapping waves, the creaking of the boards, the quiet moans of the captives and maybe the muffled cries of the sailors on the deck above.

Create a sounscape for the Forest of Stories in the same way.

Development – in pairs read pages 26-32, and then try acting out section 3 “The Initiation” concentrate on bringing out the humour.

Plenary – see some of the pairs and evaluate how they brought out the humour. Why are lighter/humorous moments important in plays that are also very serious?

Lesson 5   
Introduction – re-cap on last lesson

Discussion, “What colour is God?”  Have this question written up on the board when the class come in. The Boy on the ship asks this, why might that be? 

Read from page 34 “What colour…” to the end of the sailor’s speech on page 35 and discuss.

Explain that the Woman is getting more and more ill and that the Girl is frightened that she will be taken away and thrown overboard if the sailors notice she is sick. The Woman tells her the third Anansi story, she knows that she is dying but assures the Girl that she will stay with her for always through her stories that she is passing on.

Read the class the riddle on page 37 and see if they can get it.

Development – explain that there will be quite a bit of reading in this lesson, depending on the class you could read as a whole class or split them into groups to read the next section. Read pages 38-45, discuss briefly.

In small groups, choose part of a scene that they think could be quite distressing for an audience. Compare it to one that they think would be funny.  Rehearse the two scenes, either using the script or by improvising their own words. The scenes they choose can be from an earlier part of the play but should be short. The idea is to see the contrast between the two different settings in the play.
Lesson 6

Introduction – re-cap on last lesson.

Explain that towards the end of the play the Woman is taken away and disposed of. The Girl seems to cope, despite everything she has become stronger, she sings to herself “Yesterday this time me am yum Tiger Fat” as the woman is dragged away. Why does she do this? Is it because she doesn’t care about the Woman?

Read the Captain’s dictation on page 47 to the class. In groups of 4/5 ask them to prepare three still images to go with the dictation and to find a way of linking them smoothly. Divide the class into two halves, each performs to the other. From the half that are the audience choose a strong reader to be the captain and someone to be the Boy taking down the dictation and using facial expressions to show his attitude towards his father. Ask the class where they should be positioned for the best effect. 

Development – Explain that in the last part of the play the ship arrives in Kingston Harbour and the captives are put up for auction and sold into slavery. 

Whole class improvisation, choose a group of 8 to 10 to stand in a line as the Africans waiting to be sold at the auction. Ask how they might be standing, how do they feel, would they be chained together etc? The rest of the class go into role as the “Gentlemen” of Kingston. TIR as auctioneer, walk up and down the line inspecting the “goods”, read the auctioneer’s lines from page 48, ask a student in the line to be the girl and to read her lines, stop at “…SOLD”. 
Explain that the Girl tells the last Anansi story directly to the audience, why might that be?
Read page 57

Working in pairs look at the first and last speeches the Girl makes. Discuss how the speeches are different. Experiment with the two speeches and think about how to use voice and body to show that the Girl’s character has changed.

3
3

