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Book recommendations and companion text 

suggestions to help you delve into non-

fiction at KS4, understand the world around 

you and read for enjoyment. 

 



Non-fiction Reading Recommendations for KS4 
 

 

       Mrs Collins  

    Recommends… 
 
 
 
Touching the Void  
by Joe Simpson 
 
Touching the Void is the heart-stopping account of Joe Simpson's 
terrifying adventure in the Peruvian Andes. He and his climbing 
partner, Simon, reached the the summit of the remote Siula 
Grande in June 1995. A few days later, Simon staggered into 
Base Camp, exhausted and frost-bitten, with news that that 
Joe was dead. 
 
What happened to Joe, and how the pair dealt with the 
psychological traumas that resulted when Simon was forced 
into the appalling decision to cut the rope, makes not only 
an epic of survival but a compelling testament of friendship. 
 
 

A Long Walk Home: One Woman's Story of Kidnap, Hostage, Loss - and 
Survival  
By Judith Tebbutt 

 
In September 2011 Judith Tebbutt and her husband David set out on 
an adventurous holiday to Kenya. A couple for thirty-three years, 
they had first met in Zambia: Africa had played a major part in their 
life together. After a joyous week on safari in the Masai Mara, they 
flew on to a beach resort forty kilometres south of Somalia. And 
there, in the early hours of 11 September, tragedy struck them. 
 
Judith was torn away from David by a band of armed pirates, 
dragged over sea and land to a village in the arid heart of lawless 
Somalia, and there held hostage in a squalid room, a ransom on 
her head. There, too, she learned the terrible truth that the 

responsibility of securing her release now rested with her son Ollie.  
 

Powerful, moving and at times quite devastating, this is Judith Tebbutt's story in her own 
words. 
 



  Mrs Thomas  

  Recommends… 
 
 
 

A Life on Our Planet  
by David Attenborough  
 
See the world. Then make it better. 
'I am 94. I've had an extraordinary life. It's only now that I 
appreciate how extraordinary. 
As a young man, I felt I was out there in the wild, experiencing the 
untouched natural world - but it was an illusion. The tragedy of our 
time has been happening all around us, barely noticeable from 
day to day - the loss of our planet's wild places, its biodiversity. 
I have been witness to this decline. A Life on Our Planet is my 
witness statement, and my vision for the future. It is the story of 
how we came to make this, our greatest mistake - and how, if we act 
now, we can yet put it right. 
We have one final chance to create the perfect home for ourselves and restore the 
wonderful world we inherited. 
All we need is the will to do so.' 
 
 

Diary of a Young Naturalist  
By Dara McNulty 
Diary of a Young Naturalist chronicles the turning of 15-year-old Dara 
McAnulty's world. From spring and through a year in his home patch in 
Northern Ireland, Dara spent the seasons writing. These vivid, 
evocative and moving diary entries about his connection to wildlife 
and the way he sees the world are raw in their telling. 
 
"I was diagnosed with Asperger's/autism aged five ... By age seven I 
knew I was very different, I had got used to the isolation, my 
inability to break through into the world of talking about football 
or Minecraft was not tolerated. Then came the bullying. Nature 
became so much more than an escape; it became a life-support 
system." 

 
Diary of a Young Naturalist portrays Dara's intense connection to the 

natural world, and his perspective as a teenager juggling exams and friendships 
alongside a life of campaigning. "In writing this book," Dara explains, "I have experienced 
challenges but also felt incredible joy, wonder, curiosity and excitement. In sharing this 
journey my hope is that people of all generations will not only understand autism a little 
more but also appreciate a child's eye view on our delicate and changing biosphere." 
 



  Miss de Carles 

  Recommends… 
 
 
 
 

Furious Hours: Murder, Fraud and the Last Trial of Harper Lee  
by Casey Cep 
 
The stunning story of an Alabama serial killer and the true-crime book 
that Harper Lee worked on obsessively in the years after To Kill a 
Mockingbird 
 
Reverend Willie Maxwell was a rural preacher accused of murdering 
five of his family members for insurance money in the 1970s. With 
the help of a savvy lawyer, he escaped justice for years until a 
relative shot him dead at the funeral of his last victim. Despite 
hundreds of witnesses, Maxwell's murderer was acquitted. 
 
Harper had the idea of writing her own In Cold Blood, the true-crime 
classic she had helped her friend Truman Capote research. Lee spent a year in town 
reporting on the Maxwell case and many more years trying to finish the book she called The 
Reverend. Now Casey Cep brings this story to life, from the shocking murders to the 
courtroom drama to the racial politics of the Deep South. At the same time, she offers a 
deeply moving portrait of one of the country's most beloved writers and her struggle with 
fame, success, and the mystery of artistic creativity. 
 
This is the story Harper Lee wanted to write. This is the story of why she couldn't. 
 
 

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings 
By Maya Angelou 
 

The first and best-known of Maya Angelou's extraordinary seven 
volumes of autobiography is a testament to the talents and resilience of 
this extraordinary writer. 
 
Loving the world, she also knows its cruelty. As a Black woman she has 
known discrimination and extreme poverty, but also hope, joy, 
achievement and celebration. 
 
In I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou beautifully 
evokes her childhood with her grandmother in the American south 
of the 1930s. She learns the power of the white folks at the other 
end of town and suffers the terrible trauma of rape by her mother's 

lover. 



 
Reviewing the book in 1970, The Washington Post commented, ‘There isn’t any easy, which 
is to say false line in the book. The distance, which is everything, is as true as a plumb line. 
She is outside and inside at the same time, looking at all of it with double vision.’ 
 
 

Mr Lee 

Recommends… 
 
 
 

Be Amazing! An inspiring guide to being your own champion  
by Chris Hoy 
 
As a boy, Chris Hoy never would have believed that he could have 
achieved his dream of becoming an Olympic Champion. In his first 
motivational book for children, he shares everything he has 
learned on his journey to help inspire kids to fulfil their potential 
and be the best they can be. 
 
The book brings together his incredible personal story with 
practical ideas for building confidence, resilience and self-belief, 
as well as dealing with failure. An essential read for any young 
person with a big dream, this guide shows that anything is 
possible with a positive attitude! 

 
 
 

Mr Morland 

Recommends… 
 
 
 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  
By William Kamkwamba 
 
When William Kamkwamba was just 14 years old, his family told 
him that he must leave school and come home to work on the 
farm – they could no longer afford his fees. This is his story of 
how he found a way to make a difference, how he bought light 
to his family and village, and hope to his nation. 
 
Forced to leave school, with no hope of raising the funds to go again, William 
resorted to borrowing books from the small local library to continue his education. One day, 
browsing the titles, he picked up a book about energy, with a picture of a wind turbine on 



the front cover. Fascinated by science and electricity, but knowing little more about the 
technology, William decided to build his own. Ridiculed by those around him, and exhausted 
from his work in the fields every day, and using nothing more than bits of scrap metal, old 
bicycle parts and wood from the blue gum tree, he slowly built his very own windmill. 
 
This windmill has changed the world in which William and his family live. This is his 
incredible story. 


