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siernpart of West Africq
the Equator, is forested. The ’
ees are being felled for their
pardwood. Many crops qre grown

in the forest area and sold overseqs:
cocoa (for chocolate—making); coffee
pineapples and bananas; rubber (for ’
car and lorry tyres). The main food
CIOps are root crops, such as cassava
and yams.

* Further north, the trees thin out
and there is savanna. The tall grass
with some trees is suitable for cattle
farming. There are big herds of
cattle, and beautiful leather goods
are on sale in the markets. Cotton

'~ and groundnuts (peanuts) are

~ grown in the savanna lands. The

~ main food crops are grass-like: rice,
* maize and millet. In the far north
:_"of West Africa there is semi-desert

- called the Sahel. The Sahara is

" advancing southwards and Lake
Chad has shrunk in size.

WEST AFRICA

A Palm-oil harvest, Ghana. These
people are carrying heavy baskets full

of oil-palm fruit. The oil palm grows in
the hot, wet climate of the tropical forest.
The fruits grow in bunches, with as many
as 3000 bright-red palm fruits in a bunch.
The fruit and the kernels are crushed in

a factory to obtain oils. These oils are very
useful for cooking and in making soap.

A Yeji ferry, Ghana. This big ferry
carries lorries, cars, people and their
heavy loads across Lake Volta. This
man-made lake flooded Ghana’s main
road to the north. As the water rose in
the new lake, the trees and much of the
wildlife died. A fifteenth of all Ghana’s
land was ‘lost’ under the lake, and new
villages had to be built.



