Romeo and Juliet Home Learning
Part 2: Act 1

Task 1: Act 1 Summary
Copy and paste the website link below into your web browser and click on ‘Act 1’ then read the summary.
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/romeo-and-juliet/story/scene-by-scene#:~:text=Act%201%20Scene%201,Tybalt%20arrives%20things%20get%20worse.

The following web link is also really useful for understanding plot:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zfpcwmn/revision/1

· Create a storyboard/ comic strip to show what happens in Act 1 of the play. You can do this by folding an A4 page in half once, then a second time and then a third time so you have 8 boxes. You will need to plan what will go in each box before you start to draw.


Task 2: Juliet vs Rosaline

[image: ]Key term



See Juliet vs Rosaline task below…
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Task 3: Shakespeare’s Language Choices

Shakespeare uses some very sophisticated word choices, just like the ones below:
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Below are some activities based on Shakespeare’s language choices.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
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[image: Cartoon Shakespeare Writing a Play #55783 by Ron Leishman]
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Practice with Symonyms

Alter each sentence, wrte a vocabulary word that s a synonym for the bold word. Use a
dictonary or thesaurus if necessary.

1. His suffering was evident in the lines and furrows of his face.
2. Our descendants will be puzzled by our failure to act in this crisi
3. The protesters hure their cause by using degrading language.

8. Tybalts repuration has been harmed by damaging rumors.

ETZXREY Applying Meanings

Wite the best ending for each sentence below.

1. If making a particular decision causes you anguish, you would probably

A losesleep overit B, joke about it €. accidenally forget
about it

2. A decision that affects posterity

A. is unimportant B. has long-term effects €. can be made
quickly
3. When Paul came down with a pernicious illncss, he had to .

A. be hospitalized B. stay home from school €. drink plenty of water
] 4.1f someone tried to profane the memory of a person 1 loved, T would be
3 —_—
o- A. confised B. amused C. furious
5t
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Literary Element (page 695)
Foil
The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, Act 1 wittiam sHAKESPEARE

Afoil is a character who provides a strong contrast to another character. By pre-
senting sharp differences in personality or behavior, a witer can draw favorable
attention to one character’s raits or actions. In the fist scene, for example, we can
compare Benvolio's calm cfforts to end the brawl with Tybale’s instant readiness to
kill. Benvolio’s reasonableness makes him a more reliable witness of events to the
Prince.

For a dramatist, foils have an additional benefit: they are a narural source of ten-
sion and conflict. When Shakespeare puts two opposing characters in the same-
scene in Romeo and Juliet, the result leads to spirited verbal ducls and, often, clash-
ing swords.

ACTIVITY

Directions Though Shakespeare never places Rosaline onstage, he dlarly presents her as a
failto Julet. Benvolio drags Romeo to the Capulet ball o force him to compare Rosalne with
other women. How does Rosaline compare with Juliet? Use the chart below to compare the two
in terms of three factors: personality attitude toward love, and effect on Romeo.

Factor Rosaline Juliet

Personality Rosaline is “chaste,” clever | 1.
(with “Dians wit”), and very
self-controlled. She is cool

and somewhat insensitive,
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scene in Romeo and Julier, the result leads to spirited verbal duels and, often, clash-

ing swords.

ACTIVITY

Directions Though Shakespeare never places Rosaline onstage, he dlarly presents her as a
failto Julet. Benvolio drags Romeo to the Capulet ball o force him to compare Rosalne with
other women. How does Rosaline compare with Juliet? Use the chart below to compare the two
in terms of three factors: personality attitude toward love, and effect on Romeo.

Factor

Juliet

Personality

Rosaline is “chaste,” clever
(with “Dian’s wit”), and very
self-controlled. She is cool
and somewhat insensitive,
showing liede interest in
Romeo’s pathetic courtship.

Attitude Toward Love

2.

Juliet is romantic and quite
ready to fall in love.

Effect on Romeo

Romeo is passive, moody, and
“sick” with love. He avoids
friends and wallows in misery
and sclf-pity.

3.

evident and attractive?

4. After comparing Juliet with her foil, Rosaline, which of Juliets traits seem more
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The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, Act 1 WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

pernicious adj. destructive; deadly

posterity n. future generations

anguish n. extreme suffering; agony

profane v. to degrade or disrespect something holy or important

Practice with Symonyms

Alter each sentence, wrte a vocabulary word that s a synonym for the bold word. Use a
dictonary or thesaurus if necessary.

1. His suffering was evident in the lines and furrows of his face.

2. Our descendants will be puzzled by our failure to act in this erisis.
3. The protesters hure their cause by using degrading language.

8. Tybalts repuration has been harmed by damaging rumors.

IEGTEEY Arplying Meanings

Wite the best ending for each sentence below.

1. If making a particular decision causes you anguish, you would probably

A losesleep overit B, joke about it €. accidenally forget
about it

2. A decision that affects posterity ______ 2
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