CENTRAL AMERICA

THE PANAMA CANAL The Panama Canal links the Caribbean
Sea with the Pacific Ocean. It was
opened in 1914. Many workers died
of fever while digging the canal through
the jungle. It is 82 km long, and the
deepest cutting is 82 metres deep —
the world’s biggest ‘ditch’!
There are six locks along the route of
e e the canal. The photograph (left) shows
Locks two ships travelling through the canal.
Miraflores Locks}{ RANAMA|  The map and diagram show that part of
26loieres the route is through Lake Gatun, at 26
el metres above sea level. So the ships have
PACIFIC OCEAN
to pass through three locks at each end.
Over 15,000 ships use the canal each
‘ year, and sometimes there are ‘traffic
PANAMA CANAL CROSS-SECTION jams’ at the locks: it is the busiest big-ship
canal in the world. Before the Panama
Gatun Locks GAMBOA Pedro Miguel Locks Canal was built, the only sea route from
combined lift 25.9 metres (3 pairs) life 9.1 mecres (I pair) o %
GATUN o] I Mivaflores Locks the Pacific to the Atlantic was round
coLon canal bowom | PANAMA | South America.
CARIBBEANISEA PACIFIC OCEAN| In which direction are ships travelling
e height exaggerated 100 times from the Caribbean to the Pacific? Does

this surprise you? Look at the map below.
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