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Carthage 
In 146 BCE, the 

Romans besieged , 
and destroyed " '1h4 I the city th~t . 

.. had been their 
' bitter r ival. 
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At the end of the reign of Emperor Trajan in 117 CE, the Roman Empire 
was at its largest, stretching across Europe and North Africa, from Brita 

_ _.:.... .. a-IL at its farthest north-west frontier to the Middle East in the far south eas 
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C nquered by Trajan, 0 who made th ei r 
kingdom a Roman 
province in 106 CE. 

Actium . 
In 31 acE, Octavian, 
soon to become 
Rome's first 
emperor, be , 
htS riva ls A " Y 
and Cleopa· " 
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• Cyrene 
Roman forces ruined the city and 
its temple after the Great Revolt 

by the Jews of Judea in 70 CE . .... 
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"I came, I saw, 

[ conquered." 
ullus CaeHr, after victory over Pharnaces 11 

of Pontus in Asia Minor, 47 BCE 

• Alexandria 

KEY 
Kingdom of the Franks 

CJ Kingdom of the Ostrogoths 
C Kingdom of the Burgund ians 
Cl Kingdom of the Visigoths 
fil Kingdom of the Vandals 
D Eastern Roman Empire 
D Persian Empire 

'tonstanllnopte 

The ancient wo1 

The end of the empire 
By the 5th century CE, the 
Roman Em pire was nearly 
500 years old , but it had 
broken in two, into eastern 
and western halves. The 
map shows Europe in 500 ce . 
The eastern Roman Empire 
had survived , ruled from 
it s capital, Constantinople. 
The western half had been 
overrun by peoples from 
the north - Goths, Franks, 
Vandals, and Burgundians. 

Parthian forces 
Lost Armenia , Assyria , and 

Mesopotamia to Emperor Trajan in 
114-117 CE, despite the famous 

skill of their horsemen. 
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