SOME IMPORTANT WORDS

	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING

	Atheist
	
	Omnipotent
	
	Numinous
	

	Agnostic
	
	Omniscient
	
	Conversion
	

	Theist
	
	Omni-benevolent
	
	Miracle
	

	Monotheist
	
	Transcendent
	
	Awe
	

	Polytheist
	
	Immanent
	
	Natural Evil
	

	Big Bang
	
	Mystical
	
	Moral Evil
	


WHY DO PEOPLE BELIEVE IN A GOD?

There are loads of different reasons why people believe in a god. This module looks at some of the more popular reasons. They are listed below. Your job is to rank the reasons in order (put “1st” by the one you think is best, “2nd” by the next best and so on). Then, for each one, write a couple of reasons why you think it deserved this score.

	REASON FOR BELIEVING
	RANK
	YOUR REASONS

	RELIGIOUS UPBRINGING

Somebody might believe in god because they have been brought up in a religious family. This might involve saying prayers at meal times and bed times. They might have been Christened in church as a baby, and then Confirmed later on. They might have been taken to church regularly as a child, attended Sunday School and been a part of other church organisations like youth clubs, choir, Boys Brigade. They might have been sent to a Church School (Primary and Secondary). All this might make them convinced that there is a god.
	
	

	THE PRESENCE OF RELIGION IN THE WORLD

Somebody might see all the good things that come out of religion in the world. This might include a sense of community among religious people, the large amount of charity work that Christians do (Christian Aid etc), the work in the community that Christians do (helping the elderly, feeding the homeless etc). They might have been influenced by famous religious people who have done great things (Martin Luther King). All these good things might convince somebody that there must be a god.
	
	

	THE SEARCH FOR MEANING

Somebody might come to the conclusion that god must exist because of the great mysteries of life. They might think about the unanswerable questions such as how the universe came to be created and what is the meaning of life. Through their search for meaning and answers in life they might decide that the only real answer is that there must be a god.
	
	

	RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Somebody might come to believe in god because they feel that they have experienced god. It might be that they think they have witnessed a miracle, or that god has spoken to them in their dreams. They might have experienced a vision from god. Or they might have seen some beautiful aspect of the world and responded with feelings of awe. This might cause them to believe that god is the creator of the world.
	
	


To sum up…

People may believe in god because…

	They have been brought up as members of a church community.
	They see that there is religion in the world and that many good things come out of it.
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Signed picture of Jesus on ebay – money to charity!

	They think god is the only answer to life’s mysteries.
	They are struck by the beauty of things in the world and believe only god could have created such beauty

	[image: image3.jpg]the hitch-hiker's guide to the galaxy

| THINK
THEREFORE
| AM

original animation artwork by rod lord www.bbc.co.uk/cult




	[image: image4.jpg]





THE ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD!

There are FIVE main arguments for the existence of god.

1) THE FIRST CAUSE ARGUMENT….also known as…THE COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENT

2) THE DESIGN ARGUMENT…………also known as…THE TELEOLOGICAL ARGUMENT

3) THE ARGUMENT FROM RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE…also known as…THE ARGUMENT FROM RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE.
4) THE ONTOLOGICAL ARGUMENT.
5) THE MORAL ARGUMENT.

1. THE COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.

(Rearrange these sentences into the right order).

(a) Scientists call this “the Big Bang”.

(b) So, to sum up, because there must be a First Cause, and God is the only thing that can possibly be a First Cause, GOD MUST EXIST!

(c) There must have been something that started everything off.

(d) Everything that happens in the universe is caused by something else.

(e) But scientists don’t know what caused the Big Bang to happen, so it is not the First Cause.

(f) If you trace all the causes back you eventually reach the beginning of the universe.

(g) You can look back at each cause, following a path of “causation”.

(h) The First Cause must be something that can exist without anything else causing it.

(i) So God doesn’t have a cause.

(j) God must be the First Cause.

(k) God is the only thing that is eternal, therefore God does not have a beginning or an end.

CLUE: START WITH (d) AND FINISH WITH (b)

	1
	(d) Everything that happens in the universe is caused by something else.

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	

	11
	(b) So, to sum up, because there must be a First Cause, and God is the only thing that can possibly be a First Cause, GOD MUST EXIST!




HOW COULD YOU SHOW SOMEBODY THE WAY THIS ARGUMENT WORKS USING A SET OF DOMINOES?

	


WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THIS ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?

	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


2. THE TELEOLOGICAL ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.

Read through the argument, then re-write it in the second column, filling in the blanks using words from the bottom of the table.

	The teleological argument is also known as the                      argument. It states that the                         is a very complicated system. If you were out walking along a beach one day and you saw the universe sitting on the sand, you would think that somebody must have made it, because it is so                          . Things like that don’t just make themselves. The intricate workings of the universe can’t have come about by

                       . It all works too                . Therefore somebody or                    must have                     the universe. The only thing                     enough to design the whole universe is               . We know that the universe exists because we

can                  it. Therefore we can also know that god                    .


	

	
	

	see
	chance
	

	design
	exists
	

	well
	universe
	

	something
	complicated
	

	god
	designed
	

	powerful
	
	


	


HOW COULD YOU SHOW SOMEBODY HOW THIS ARGUMENT WORKS BY USING A WATCH AND A BAG?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THIS ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?

	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


3. THE ARGUMENT FROM RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Q: What is the difference between a miracle and a co-incidence?

A:                                                                                                                       
There are many aspects of the world that astound people and leave them with a sense of awe and wonder. Some people see a beautiful sunset as a sign from god. Others become wrapped up in the mysteries of life. Some people think god has spoken to them directly, or that they have witnessed a miracle.

Imagine you are a religious Christian. Think of four things about the world that would give you a sense of awe of wonder. Draw each one and then explain how it supports your belief in god.

	1


	2

	This shows that god exists because…


	This shows that god exists because…

	3


	4

	This shows that god exists because…


	This shows that god exists because…


WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THIS ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?

	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


4. The Ontological Argument

Fill in the blanks

	The is an _________ argument. It was first posited by St _______ . He said that God is the _________ thing there is. Something that is _____ is automatically greater than something that doesn’t ______ . Therefore if ____ is the greatest thing that exists then He must be real because otherwise other things would be _______ than him. Therefore God exists.



	STRENGHTS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


.



	Omniscient
	Omnibenevolent
	Eternal
	Perfect
	Good

	Outside time
	Omnipotent
	Judge
	Immanent 
	Transcendent


ISSUES WITH THE TRINITY
	UNITARIANS
	JEHOVA’S WITNESSES
	EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH
	WESTERN CHURCH
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	NAME
	

	TUTOR GROUP
	

	LESSON DAY AND TIME
	

	TEACHER
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The NATURE OF GOD
LEARNING TARGETS
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	1
	I will consider the characteristics of God.
	
	
	

	2
	I will understand the arguments for the existence of God.
	
	
	

	3
	I will explore the relationship between God and the world/humans.
	
	
	

	4
	I will understand how God reveals himself to Christians.
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YOUR QUESTIONS

Think of three questions about this topic that you would like answered by the end. Write them down.
	1


	
	

	2


	
	

	3


	
	


Notes, ideas, scribbles, thoughts and doodles
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	Other ways of looking at the Bible

	Conservative
	Liberal
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biBLE MIRACLES
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	HEALING
	NATURE
	RAISING THE DEAD
	EXCORCISMS

	[image: image16.jpg]




	[image: image17.jpg]



	[image: image18.jpg]



	[image: image19.jpg]WILLIAM PETER BLATTY'S

THE
EXORCIST

Directed by WILLIAM FRIEDKIN






	
	
	
	


Was Jesus the last miracle?


	MOTHER TERESA

[image: image20.jpg]



CHARISMA:      8

STYLE:         3

POWERS:        2

INFLUENCE:     9

SOCIAL ACTION: 9


	GEORGE CADBURY
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CHARISMA:       6

STYLE:          5

POWERS:         0

INFLUENCE:      7

SOCIAL ACTION:  9
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES


The Nature Of God








NO CONFIDENCE





VERY CONFIDENT





At the start of the topic, draw a line on the confidenceometer to show how confident you are about the subject matter. At the end of the topic draw another line to show how confident you are after the lessons on the topic. Don’t forget to label your lines “1” and “2”.





I’m just continuing on my journey to goodness.





Fundamentalists/Literalists





Find out about some other inspirational Christians.
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